TimeWatch

- For the word of God is quick, and powerful,

and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hebrews 4:12
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The Control of the Work
Let me tell you that the Lord will work in this last work in a manner very much out of the
common order of things, and in a way that will be contrary to any human planning. There will be
those among us who will always want to control the work of God, to dictate even what
movements shall be made when the work goes forward under the direction of the angel who joins
the third angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use ways and means by which it
will be seen that He is taking the reins in His own hands. The workers will be surprised by the
simple means that He will use to bring about and perfect His work of righteousness.--TM 300
(1885). {LDE 203.3}
The matter is becoming serious, for warnings and entreaties have been given in vain. The arms of
power in Battle Creek are being extended more and more widely, seeking to control the work far
and near, and to crush that which they cannot control. I lift my voice in protest. The spirit that
now controls is not the Spirit of the Lord. {8T 150.3}
In the last solemn work few great men will be engaged. . . . God will work a work in our day that
but few anticipate. He will raise up and exalt among us those who are taught rather by the
unction of His Spirit than by the outward training of scientific institutions. These facilities are
not to be despised or condemned; they are ordained of God, but they can furnish only the exterior
qualifications. God will manifest that He is not dependent on learned, self-important mortals.-5T 80, 82 (1882). {LDE 204.3}
It is discipline of spirit, cleanness of heart and thought that is needed. This is of more value than
brilliant talent, tact, or knowledge. An ordinary mind, trained to obey a "Thus saith the Lord," is
better qualified for God's work than are those who have capabilities but do not employ them
rightly.--RH Nov. 27, 1900. {LDE 205.2}
The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit than by the training of literary
institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the
words which God gives them.--GC 606 (1911). {LDE 205.3}
At times the burden was heavy, but Paul stood firm for the right. He realized that the church
must never be brought under the control of human power. The traditions and maxims of men
must not take the place of revealed truth. The advance of the gospel message must not be
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hindered by the prejudices and preferences of men, whatever might be their position in the
church. {AA 199.3}
There will be those among us who will always want to control the work of God, to dictate even
what movements shall be made when the work goes forward under the direction of the angel who
joins the third angel in the message to be given to the world. God will use ways and means by
which it will be seen that He is taking the reins in His own hands. The workers will be surprised
by the simple means that He will use to bring about and perfect His work of righteousness.-Testimonies to Ministers, p. 300. (1885) {Ev 118.1}
Words will come from the lips of the unlearned with such convincing power and wisdom that
conversions will be made to the truth. Thousands will be converted under their testimony.
{LDE 205.5}
The illiterate one, through faith in Christ, has come into the atmosphere of pure, clear truth,
while the learned man has turned away from the truth. The poor man is Christ's witness. He
cannot appeal to histories or to so-called high science, but he gathers from the Word of God
powerful evidence. The truth that he speaks under the inspiration of the Spirit is so pure and
remarkable and carries with it a power so indisputable that his testimony cannot be gainsaid.-8MR 187, 188 (1905). {LDE 206.1}
Every wheel, directed by the hand of God, works in perfect harmony with every other wheel. I
have been shown that human instrumentalities are liable to seek after too much power, and try to
control the work themselves. They leave the Lord God, the mighty Worker, too much out of their
methods and plans, and do not trust to Him everything in regard to the advancement of the work.
No one should for a moment fancy that he is able to manage those things that belong to the great
I AM. God in His providence is preparing a way so that the work may be done by human agents.
Then let every man stand at his post of duty, to act his part for this time, and know that God is
his instructor. {GW 489.1}
At times, when a small group of men entrusted with the general management of the work have,
in the name of the General Conference, sought to carry out unwise plans and to restrict God's
work, I have said that I could no longer regard the voice of the General Conference, represented
by these few men, as the voice of God. But this is not saying that the decisions of a General
Conference composed of an assembly of duly appointed, representative men from all parts of the
field, should not be respected. God has ordained that the representatives of His church from all
parts of the earth, when assembled in a General Conference, shall have authority. The error that
some are in danger of committing, is in giving to the mind and judgment of one man, or of a
small group of men, the full measure of authority and influence that God has vested in His
church, in the judgment and voice of the General Conference assembled to plan for the
prosperity and advancement of His work. {GW 490.1}
There is to be in the [Seventh-day Adventist] churches a wonderful manifestation of the power of
God, but it will not move upon those who have not humbled themselves before the Lord, and
opened the door of the heart by confession and repentance. In the manifestation of that power
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which lightens the earth with the glory of God, they will see only something which in their
blindness they think dangerous, something which will arouse their fears, and they will brace
themselves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according to their ideas and expectations
they will oppose the work. "Why," they say, "should we not know the Spirit of God, when we
have been in the work so many years?"--RH Extra, Dec. 23, 1890. {LDE 209.3}
The third angel's message will not be comprehended, the light which will lighten the earth with
its glory will be called a false light, by those who refuse to walk in its advancing glory.--RH May
27, 1890. {LDE 210.1}
I have been shown that human instrumentalities seek after too much power, and try to control the
work themselves. They leave the Lord God, the mighty Worker, too much out of their methods
and plans, and do not trust everything to him in regard to the advancement of the work. No one
should fancy that he is able to manage these things which belong to the great I AM. God in his
providence is preparing a way so that the work may be done by human agents. Then let every
man stand at his post of duty, to act his part for this time, and know that God is his instructor.
{SpTA03 47.1}
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